The Fundamental Theology course explores many of the terms used in the subsets of
theology that will help the student understand the ways by which people have come to know that
God exists and how God has revealed Himself to humanity.
In general these ways include faith and reason. The revelation of the transcendent being
we call God has been accepted by us through faith. “Faith is the unique relationship or personal
commitment between human reasoning and a transcendent being.” The creation of the world in
which we live and the world of the future will continue to reveal God to us in inimitable and
diverse ways.
Fundamental theology discusses the components of faith and reason, truth and revelation
all revealed in the scriptures and the oral traditions given to us by the apostles, and melded into
Catholic ecclesiology.
From the first yearning that resonated within us to search for the truth about life and
meaning, Fundamental Theology has offered us the ability to continue to distinguish the harmony
between faith and reason that we have embraced as Catholics.
Required Texts
1. Reason, Faith, and Tradition: Explorations in Catholic Theology
Author: Martin C. Albl
Anslem Academic, Christian Brothers Publications
Winona, MN 2009
ISBN: 978-0-88489-982-2
2. Doing Theology
Author: Jared Wicks, SJ
Paulist Press, Mahwah, NJ 02009
ISBN: 978-0-8091-4564-5
*****
Web sites where you may find textbooks:
www.amazon.com
www.barnesandnoble.com
http://www.allbookstores.com
www.abebooks.com Usually has these for a reduced rate
http://www.alibris.com/
www.bookfinder.com

DO 511 Fundamental Theology
Module 1 Introduction
• understand how belief in the transcendent that we call God is revealed in scripture and
tradition.
• understand the connection between faith and reason and their important role in theology.
• become familiar with how scripture is interpreted by the Church in the Historical-Critical
Method.
• identify that language is imperfect in explaining and defining God.
Module 2 - Faith
• understand that faith enables us to believe in God and in all that God has revealed.
• Know that our faith is itself a graced gift of God and cannot be generated by our own acts or
private beliefs.
• be aware that faith results in religion which binds us into a relationship with God.
• comprehend that faith is a response to God’s revelation and requires the submission of
one’s mind and will to God.
• know that the Magisterium of the Church is responsible for interpreting and transmitting
Catholic belief and teachings that are found in Sacred Scripture and Tradition.
Module 3 - Reason
• understand the basic difference between faith and reason
• know that reason is a gift from God
• recognize the difference between rationalism, materialism and determinism
• appreciate the unique relationship between faith and reason when working together they
assist in understanding God’s revelation to mankind
• comprehend that we know God through revelation
Module 4 – Co-Existence of Faith and Reason
• discuss what is meant by the transcendent.
• understand what is meant by theology.
• recognize some of the contributions to Theology by St Thomas Aquinas.
• comprehend “Moral Law” and how it applies to a believer.
Module 5 – The Truth
• understand that all truth comes from God.
• recognize that science operates rationally along with faith.
• appreciate that when we err against faith, the Holy Spirit will guide us back to the truth.
• comprehend that the existence of God can be understood with faith and truth.
Module 6 - Revelation
• comprehend that because of God’s love for us he communicates with us through revelation.
• understand that the scriptures reveal many of God’s revelations.
• realize that God has revealed himself in nature and through our conscience.
• appreciate the gift from God in the Incarnate Son.
• grasp that in Jesus we have seen the Father.

Module 7 - Language
• understand that our language limits us in our description of God.
• realize that terms to describe God are analogous.
• comprehend that all this can have goodness and only God is good.
Module 8 - Philosophy
• Understand and discuss the distinction between philosophy and theology
• Understand and discuss the relationship between philosophy and theology
• Discuss the value of philosophy to Catholic theology and the Catholic Church
• Identify and describe some of the ways in which the theological works of St Augustine were
influenced by Plato and the Platonic Tradition.
Module 9 - Scripture
• understand the importance of knowing that scripture is a revelation from God.
• recognize that one of the Old Testament key elements is the prefigurement of revelation of
the Son of God as the Messiah.
• distinguish the message of salvation given to us by Jesus.
• comprehend that in knowing the scriptures, we will develop a personal relationship with
God who wants to communicate with us.
Module 10 – Tradition and traditions
• Understand that tradition is in addition to Sacred Scripture a self-communication of God to
the Church.
• Realize that traditions come from scripture and apostolic word.
• Recognize that Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture contain the single sacred deposit of
the word of God entrusted to the Church.
Module 11 - Hermeneutics
• Understand the development and aspects of the Historical-Critical Method.
• Comprehend the steps necessary in this method of biblical interpretation.
• Recognize the need to accurately determine the original meaning of the text by the author.
• Be aware that the Church employs other methods besides the Historical-Critical Method.
Module 12 - Ecclesiology
• understand the meaning of One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.
• comprehend that Christ is the head of the Church and we as members are the body.
• recognize that the light of Christ is present with us in the Church.
• know that the sacraments are grace filled moments in the life of the Church.
• identify that the Church holds true to the teaching of Jesus in its magisterium.

